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Camellia Koi Club 

Okay, the scary Halloween stuff is over now. Onward to better stuff. 

The Next Meeting, October 25 at 

the pond(s) of Bailey and RayRay 

Tsuchida.  

     1030 Appollo Way, Sacramento, 95822 
The usual timeline applies. The Board meets at 
noon and all are invited to sit in. The General 
Meeting and lunch are around 1pm. Bring a snack, 
side dish, or desert to share, and maybe a folding 
chair. 
     Our speaker this month will be UC Davis 
Associate Prof. of Aquatic Animal Health Dr. 
Esteban Soto-Martinez, DVM, PhD., Diplomat 
ACVM, Cert AqV.  I think he's referred to as Dr. 
Soto for short.  His topic will be Infectious and 
Latent Diseases in Koi. 

Here’s your link to a google map:  
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1030+Appollo+Way,+Sacramento,+CA+95822 
 
     Among the topics on the agenda will be nominations for new officers, the April Koi Show update, 
and 2016 Meeting sites and topics.  Once we nominate some new officers at  the October meeting, 
we’ll vote on them at the November meeting.   
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1030+Appollo+Way,+Sacramento,+CA+95822
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September Meeting at Sam’s 

     A casual glance at the photo at right and you understand 
why Sam is eager to get his new pond built.  
 
     In the photo below, Sam laid out the filters and pumps in 
order, so we could get an idea of how they’ll be installed. 

     Below…There was a great 
interest in the collection of 
rescued koi. A number of them 
went home with some club 
members.  
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KP 101, Water Change Outs, by Bob Haugland, KHA 

 
     Beginning ponders sometimes have a hard time understanding the need for regular water changes in the 
pond. You need to understand that koi swim in their toilets and when water evaporates, only water leaves 
the pond. The dry salt flats in Utah are there because when the salt lake dried up, only the water 
evaporated, leaving the salt behind. Look at a water quality report for your tap water and you’ll see that 
your tap water has dozens of measurable trace elements in it that don’t evaporate, they just build up in the 
pond. 
     Imagine a bunch of guys playing poker in a small room. They’re smoking 
cigars, eating corn chips and bean dip, bratwurst and sauerkraut. Eventually 
the room becomes unbearable and they need a breath of fresh air. 
     Would you go six months without changing the sheets on your bed? Your 
socks? Your underwear?   

I’m not going in there!  
Did you see what that  

Chagoi just did? 

That water 
looks inviting. 

Let’s take 
A dip. 

     So how much and how often? Unfortunately there’s no hard and 
fast rule. I’ve heard of koi farmers in Japan that change 100% 
daily, and lots of folks get by with not at all. Certainly the drought 
here in California complicates things. A good middle ground might 
be 10% on a weekly basis. Five percent twice a week would be less 
stressful on the fish, but more inconvenient for you. Just find a 
regular routine and stick with it. 
     Usually backwashing your filter also removes water from the pond. I use a hose connected to the 
backwash and water the garden with it. This way there’s no water wasted, it’s recycled and my filter 
gets cleaned.  
     This is KP 101 so the lesson ends here, but let me leave you with some of the benefits of regular water 
change outs. It helps remove bad stuff from the pond: ammonia, nitrites & nitrates, salt, heavy metals, 
hormones, etc. By helping to keep the pond clean, it makes the fish happy and healthy, they grow faster, 
and they love you more. 

Keep your water changes 
to less than 20% and you 
may not need a chlorine 
neutralizer. Add water 
slowly and dilute it by 
adding via the waterfall 
(above) or sprinkle it in. 
Use a timer to avoid over 
filling. 



 
 

 
This is “Stinky”.  

A very nice 24+ inch koi whose 

variety was unknown until now. 

 

Hikari Orenji Ogon 

Size 6 

What kind of fish is this? 

 
Submitted by: Bob Haugland 

Size: 24+ inches 

 

Submitter’s Comments: The photo doesn't do this girl justice.  This is 

Stinky. She is now 24+ inches. Color is solid gold, but the skin is a 

very metallic gold. It's not the scales as in Gin Rin, just the skin. I've seen 

this fish in other ponds and nobody knows what it is.  

 

Answer: 
The gold color indicates that it is orange in color.  Since you describe it as 

“metallic but not via the scales, just the skin” this means that it has a 

“Hikari” sheen. In Japanese the word for orange is “Orengi”. Since it is a 

single colored fish it is an “Ogon” variety. 

 
Koi Identification: Orengi Ogon, In the show it would fit in the 
Hikarimuji class which is a category of fish with a single color but have a 
shiny skin. Depending on which size category we use at our show it would 
be Size 6 or 7.  I’m going to say Size 6 using the chart below. 
 

Size 1 
 
Size 2 

 
Size 3 

 
Size 4 

 
Size 5 

 
Size 6 

 
Size 7 

 
Under 

9"  

9" - 

12"  

12" - 

16"  

16" - 

20"  

20" - 

24"  

24" - 

28"  

Over 

28"  
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Pauline’s “Mock Koi Show” 

     In preparation for our upcoming Koi Show in April, Pauline Sakai has offered to help classify any 
fish we might have questions about. Simply email a good photo of your baby and provide any other 
information you think might help and Pauline will do her best to classify it. Pauline will get back to 
you right away and we’ll also publish the results here in the Koi Ahoy.  sakaip@surewest.net 
     Note: These don’t have to be show fish. Let’s see what ya got! 
 

Welcome New Members 

     This is John and Gail Gerson. Not really 
new members in the truest sense of the 
word, more like returning members.  
In fact, John is a past President and Editor 
of the Koi Ahoy. 

mailto:sakaip@surewest.net
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Dennis Tran, Multiple Winner 

at the Fresno Koi Show 

     Dennis Tran is shown at right, and below 
him, the three awards he earned at the 
Fresno Koi Show by the Central California 
Koi Society. 
 
 
     The bottom-left photo is Mature 
Champion, Showa, size 6 (28”) 
 
     The bottom-middle photo is the Young 
Champion, Kohaku, size 4 (20”) 
 
     The bottom-right photo is the  WWKC 
Friendship Award, Kawarmono,  
size 5 (22”)  

 

     As a side note, Dennis has an Alpha Bead 
Filter for sale, only $300. 



   
        Nidan                      Sandan             Inazuma            Tancho                  Doitsu                       Konoku 
     Two-step                Three-step                Lightening      Circle on head     German Scale       Dappled Scales 

 
Learning Koi Terminology 

Part 1 – Kohaku  
by Pauline Sakai 

We are having a koi show in April 2016.  How exciting to see our koi pets on display and be able to 
compare your beauties with your fellow koi hobbyist.  Who will take home bragging rights on the “Koi 
Grow Out” contest? Remember those tosai (baby 1-year old koi) purchased at the March meeting this 
year. 
In anticipation of the upcoming show, let’s get familiar with koi terminology and varieties. Learning 
some Japanese will help with learning the varieties. Before we start, let me say that I am not an expert 
of koi varieties or Japanese.  I’ve only gained my knowledge by my many years in the koi hobby and my 
cultural association (Japanese heritage) AND my mom correcting my Japanese. 
So, let’s count: 

1) One= Ichi [ee-chee], you may have heard the word άIchiban” meaning number one.  You can 

brag about your fish being “ichiban” if you win first prize. 

2) Two = Ni [ni], pronounced like knee, but short.  Nidan is a term used to describe a “two-step 

pattern” in a Kohaku (red and white fish). 

3) Three = San [san], so a three step pattern on a Kohaku is “sandan” 

4) Four=Yon [yon] or Shi [she], since the word shi is also the word for death in Japanese it is not 

used commonly. In Japanese, yonsei means fourth generation living outside of Japan.  My neice 

is yonsei, I’m sansei and my mom is nisei (first generation born in the USA). 

5) Five=Go. Goshiki is a koi variety that has five colors. These colors are white, black, red, light 

blue, and dark blue. 

 

Kohaku – white fish with a red pattern or coloration 
They say koi keeping begins and ends with Kohaku.  Kohaku are a white based koi with red markings. 
This fish is often diminished by the beginner-hobbyist because of its simplicity. The ability to obtain and 
keep a high quality Kohaku is revered. Ideally, the white should be ‘snowy’ and not have a yellow tinge, 
which can reduce the appearance of the red coloration.  The red should be uniform throughout the 
fish, and Kohaku take on many shades of red from orange to cherry red.  The term kiwa is the edge 
between the white and red.  
 
Here are some examples of Kohaku: 
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Japanese Crane – 

note the red spot 

on its head 

 
More terminology: 
Even though the photos above are all Kohaku (red and white) koi they are not all placed in the Kohaku 
category when benched (placed into categories) at a koi show.  More on this will be discussed in future 
articles. 
 

¶ Inazuma = lightening pattern. This is one contiguous red pattern 

that has the shape of a lightening pattern.  One of my personal 

favorites. The one in the photo above is a Doitsu (German scale). 

¶ Tancho= A single spot of red color only on its head (no red on its 

body); like Grus Japonensis, the Japanese Crane. See photo to 

the right. 

¶ Doitsu= in Japanese Doistu means German. This scaleless koi is 

called also called a “German scale”. 

¶ Kanoku= fawn. A dappled red pattern on scales. Rarely seen.  

I’ve only seen one in photos.  

 
In the next month’s I’ll describe more koi varieties and terms. 

 

At the September Camellia Koi Club meeting it was suggested that we all learn 
more about the various koi varieties and how they are categorized.  So to that 
end, please send me photos of our koi fish and we’ll do a practice “benching” 
(placement of koi in the show categories) at the February or March meeting. 
 
Send your koi photos to me at: sakaip@surewest.net.  
Include the following: 

¶ Your name 

¶ Koi Variety. If “unknown” say that. 

¶ Size in inches including tail 

¶ Show category (you may not know this yet).  

 

This should be a fun experience!  
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Koi  Health 

Bob Haugland, Sacramento                                                          
h916 428-7640                                                       
thenewmrbob@gmail.com 
 
Jerry Kyle, Lodi                                            
209 368-9411                                                    
jeroldkyle@yahoo.com 
 
Jean Jahr, Antelope  
c707 621-2229 
jkjahr@gmail.com  
 
 

Advisors 

 
Bob & Sandy Mascadri, Cameron Park,    
c530 676-7667 or c530 919-4683           
koigardens@comcast.net 
 
Pauline Sakai, Roseville                         
916 786-3769                                                        
sakaip@surewest.net 
 

CKC Monthly Report to AKCA, October 8, 2015...by Jerold Kyle, Club Rep 

 
Membership continues to increase.  Month after month we see new faces at Camellia Koi Club 
Meetings.  August was the Annual Koi Auction for members and saw happy faces going home 
with beautiful new additions to their ponds.  Sam is becoming well known as a Koi Rescuer at a 
time when the CA drought is causing some to decide not to have fish ponds.  Sam is often not 
saving babies but, large impressive koi many are willing to house.  With an Ice Cream Social in 
Aug and Taco Salad Bar in Sept, it may be the good food and social attributes that are the big 
draw.  Point is, CKC is well and growing in Northern California valleys and foothills.  Having 5 
Certified AKCA Koi Health Advisors who are dedicated and help at no cost is also a plus. 

Heads Up!  &  Save the Dates 

     Who are these people, and what are they doing, 
and what do they have to do with Koi? 
      I found this photo in the archives and I believe 
this was the crowning of the last Spaghetti Contest 
Winner.  
     Think you can cook up a sauce that can beat 
these Rascals? You’d better start simmering now 
because our annual Spaghetti Cheating Contest is 
only a few weeks after our October meeting, on 
November 15. It would be a mistake to miss this 
one. Two ponds a half block apart and all the prize 
winning spaghetti you can eat.   
     Then, December 6 is our annual Christmas Gala. 
This time at Cabos Mexican restaurant in Granite 
Bay. Georgia will be accepting reservations soon. 

mailto:thenewmrbob@gmail.com
mailto:jeroldkyle@yahoo.com
mailto:jkjahr@gmail.com
mailto:koigardens@comcast.net
mailto:sakaip@surewest.net
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 2015 CKC Calendar 

June 20-21, 2015         AKCA Business Meeting & Wet Lab        Camellia Koi Club as Host 

 

June 28……...…AKCA De-briefing & Pond Measuring Demo………...Joe Scheimer, Gold River 

 

July 26 ………………………Sausage Fest Picnic at Ceronex Pond……………………..…….…….Auburn 

 

August 30………………………….Koi Auction & Ice Cream Social…………………..Melody & Duane’s 
 

September 27………………Planning & Building Sam’s Pond………………Sam & Kami’s, Roseville 

 

October 25 …………….…Dr. Estaban Soto-Martinez*, UC Davis……………………….Mike & Molly’s 

 

November 15…………..…Spaghetti Contest…..Jerry & Phyliss Kyle/Jack & Barbara Flockhart 
 

December 6 ………………………………………….Party…………………...Cabos Restaurant, Granite Bay  

 

Suggestions for additional topics, speakers, and activities should be 

directed to our Vice President, Mike Tsuchida. 

 

   *The speaker for October will be UC Davis Associate Prof. of Aquatic Animal Health 
Dr. Esteban Soto-Martinez, DVM, PhD., Diplomat ACVM, Cert AqV.  I think he's referred 
to as Dr. Soto for short.  His topic will be Infectious and Latent Diseases in Koi. 

2015 Board of Directors & Staff 

PrÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȡ *ÅÁÎ *ÁÈÒȣȣχπχ φςρ-2229                                                                                  jk jahr@gmail.com                                                              
6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȡ -ÉËÅ 4ÓÕÃÈÉÄÁȣȣωρφ-448-5242                                                     mollyl@sbcglobal.net                                     
Director ȡ 3ÁÍ .ÉÅÂÁÎËȣȣ916-826-9709                                                               sniebank69@gmail.com                                  
4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȡ  'ÅÏÒÇÉÁ 6ÏÎËȣȣωρφ-408-0573                                                          georgiav@earthlink.net                                  
Director: -ÏÌÌÙ 4ÓÕÃÈÉÄÁȣȣȣωρφ ττψ-5242                                                            mollyl@sbcglobal.net                    
$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓȡ $ÏÕÇ Ǫ #ÁÒÏÌ 0ÏÒÔÅÒȣȣωρφ-899-0916                                      dgporter311@sbcglob al.net                             
+ÏÉ !ÈÏÙ %ÄÉÔÏÒȡ "ÏÂ (ÁÕÇÌÁÎÄȣȣ916-428-7640                                        thenewmrbob@gmail.com          
)ÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅ 0ÁÓÔ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȡ *ÅÒÒÙ +ÙÌÅȣȣωρφ-368-9411                                  jeroldkyle@yahoo.com  
CKC 0ÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÅÒȡ 0ÁÕÌÉÎÅ 3ÁËÁÉ ȣȣωρφ-786-3769                                             sakaip@surewest.net  
3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȡ 3ÁÎÄÙ -ÁÓÃÁÄÒÉȣȣȢȢυσπ φχφ-7667                                                   koigardens@comcast.net  
 

2016 Meeting Sites Needed 

Would you like to host a meeting so we can see your beautiful pond? 

Now is the best time to contact Mike Tsuchida so we can get you penciled in. 

You don’t have to arrange for the speaker or topic. 

You’ll be given a $40 stipend to help with the cost of food. 

mailto:sakaip@surewest.net
mailto:koigardens@comcast.net
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Financials…Georgia Vonk, Treasurer 
Beginning Balance $7635.29 (Revised as forgot to list Yahoo payment of $35.85 from May)  Sorry for the 
error. 
 
Expenses        $202.28 - $40 host fee, $35.85 Yahoo website, $27.20 Rocky Five for name badges and hangers, 
$99.23 for Koi Food in Koi Rescue program. 
 
Income            $11.43 - $10 name badge and $1.43 from Groupon. 

 
Ending Balance    $7,635.29 

Camellia Koi minutes 

Camellia Koi Club meeting 
Sunday, September 27, 2015 

 By Bob Haugland 
No Board Meeting was held. Sam, Georgia, Jean, & Bob were not enough to form a quorum. 
 
General Meeting began at 1:50pm, after copious amounts of food were distributed. About 25 
attended. 
 
Old Biz: We welcomed new members John & Gail Gerson 
                Recent KHA grads received dongles to hang from their name tags. (Dongles?) 
                April’s Koi Show update. Placer County Fairgrounds has verified our reservation. Gary 
Chin is working to get some judges. Pauline offered to help club members classify their fish in 
the next few months. She called it a “Mock Show”. 
  
Sam spoke at length about the complexities of building a 5,000-gallon pond. 
Some of the Rescues were re-homed. 
Meeting adjourned around 3:00pm. 
 


